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Shops Could See Rise in Fuel Pump Issues with Summer Travel, High Gas Prices 

[bookmark: _GoBack]GRAND BLANC, Mich. – The summer travel season is underway and projected rising pump prices could lead to drivers potentially damaging their electric fuel pumps by constantly running their vehicles with a near empty fuel tank, according to Paul Maxwell, fuel pump product specialist for ACDelco, the true General Motors original equipment parts brand. 

“Since the fuel in the tank cools the pump, heat can build up quickly when drivers run their vehicle near empty,” Maxwell said. “Overheating is one of the top causes of pump damage and failure.”

Actually running out of gas – something AAA said occurred more than half-a-million times in 2015 – is even worse. Running a vehicle out of gas even once could potentially cause permanent damage, leading to repair costs of $1,000 or more.

“Drivers don’t usually think about their fuel pump or take for granted that they will last the life of the vehicle,” said Maxwell. “The truth is pumps are abused far too often.” 

Signs that a fuel pump is failing could include:
· Trouble starting the engine 
· Slowed acceleration 
· Engine stalls 
· Abnormal engine noises 

“Technicians should be proactive with their customers and ask them about their summer vacation plans and refueling habits,” Maxwell said. “Make it your goal to help customers stay safe. If you suspect the pump has been stressed, conduct amperage and pressure tests and suggest replacement of the pump with a quality original-equipment part. That can help ensure the proper fit and function.”
    
This summer could be especially hard on fuel pumps.

According to AAA, 80 percent of motorists are planning a road trip this year, a 10 percent increase from last year. And with The U.S. Energy Information Administration projecting the national average for a gallon of gasoline to increase 40 cents this summer, there is the potential some drivers could be putting off fueling up until they find the cheapest gas price. 
 
As the true GM original equipment replacement parts brand, ACDelco fuel pumps are designed specifically to GM specifications, and offer the quality, reliability, and durability of GM OE.

The pumps possess limited lifetime warranties against product defects in material and workmanship from the date of original purchase or installation and have 98 percent application coverage for GM vehicles.

To learn more about ACDelco, visit ACDelco.com. 


ACDelco is the true Original Equipment parts brand for Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadillac, as well as provider of premium aftermarket parts for most other makes and models. Other available applications include off-road, marine and industrial. With a century of history behind it and nearly 90,000 parts across 37 product lines, ACDelco is the preferred choice of professional technicians and do-it-yourselfers around the world. To find an ACDelco Professional Service Center program participant or parts retailer, visit acdelco.com or call 1-800-ACDELCO. Find ACDelco on Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and Twitter.
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